Benchmark Levels
National Curriculum
Assessment Focus
APP

Letters and sounds

17 2

W
1,2,3,4
N/A

Band 1 [Pink]

Phase 2 Phase 3

Target Exemplification Prompts/key questions
Comprehension 1 | Recall some simple events Get children to recall the main events in stories. These need not be in Aiwhat did the little g
in stories. sequential order. Awhdtd the Iittle girl
AF2
2 | Predict some events in Get children to predict what might happen in the story. For example, by Awhat will happextt?o t
stories. discussing what they think the little girl will do next. iYou thought éwould hap
AF3

AF3

3 | Relate events in stories to
personal experience.

Get children to have a broader understanding of what is read by:-
e relating events in the story to those in their own lives 1 i.e. text/self

inference. For example, by discussing what they like to do at school.

Awhat do you I|Iike to d
AThe little girl i s ea
l'i ke to eat?o0

iwhat would make you c

4 | Begin to explain how
characters might be feeling
using pictures to support

Get children to identify characters in stories and using the illustrations as
support, get them to say how the character might be feeling. NB it is
important, at this stage, to use very clear illustrations. For example, of a

Look at the picture of the little girl. How is she
feeling?o
AWhy do you think she

ideas. little girl yawning so that the children can say that she is tired.
AF3
5 -
6 -
Critical Response | 1 | -
Text/language 1 | Be aware of the way stories | Get children to use correct vocabulary to describe and locate features of AwWwhat is the title of
features are structured. story books. For example, by looking at cover, beginning, end, title. fi Wh at is happening on

AF4




Band 1 [Pink]

Target Exemplification Prompts/key questions
Strategies -
Cross check meaning with Get children to use the picture to attempt the word [meaning] and to check e il |l ike the way you | o
visual information [initial their attempt by looking at the initial letter [visual information]. Demonstrate el se can you | ook?0
letter sound]. this by: e AiThat was clever you |
AF1 e using post-it notes to cover tricky words and asking children to say at the beginning of th
what they think might fit [make sense]. e fiwhat sound does that
e  Getting children to check their predictions by looking at the initial letter. |« f Get your mouth ready
Sources of Predict from pictures to Get children to use pictures to work out and predict unfamiliar words. For e fiwhat would make sense
Information solve new words. example, i | laughing. © e fiLook at tchaeepitchaitr ehe
AF1 AF1 e fiWhat iBnghendbhe pict
Use knowledge of repeated Get children to recognise and read the repeated pattern within texts. For AiOn every page it says
language patterns to decode | example, fiCan yduhesaag t he patter
words or phrases. I am laughing
AF1 I am crying.
Use knowledge of some Get children to learn some high frequency words that they can locate in e fils that a little word
high frequency words and text.
read them in context. Use flashcards to show the words and magnetic letters to say, make and
AF1 repeat the words. Read sentences from text containing the word. Select
two or three words only for a session.
Use knowledge of Get children to blend phonemes to decode simple VC and CVCwords. For |e¢ fARun the phonemes toge
phonemes to decode simple | example, h-a-t; b-a-g.
VC and CVC words.
AF1
Behaviours Match 1:1 Get children to understand that a cluster of letters is a word and that they e fiMake your finger matec
AF1 can point to each one as they read them no matter how long or short the

word might be. For example
I am talking
b b




Band 1

Texts

I am talking.

am yawning.

“Me”
Beverley Randell

Mum

Dad

is a bus driver.

is a vet.

“Mums and Dads”
Beverley Randell




Target Exemplification Prompts/key questions
Comprehension Recall some key events | Get children to recall the main events in stories in sequential order. AwWhat ani mals get up o
AF3 in stories. Aiwhat happened next?0
AF2
Predict some events in Get children to predict what might happen in the story. For example, by e fiDo you think the pig
storiesAF3 di scussing what they think wildl hale fAYou thoughtéwould hap
Relate events in stories | Get children to have a broader understanding of what is read by:- e fiHave you ever been to
to personal experience e relating events in the story to those in their own lives 1 i.e. text/self e fiwhat animals did you
and discuss similarities inference. For example, by discussing whether they have everbeento |e¢ Do you | i ke getting up
and differences. a farm.
AF3 e Explaining whether the events and outcomes were the same or
different for them. For example, by discussing their own experience of
a trip to a farm.
Explain how characters | Get children to identify characters in stories and using the illustrations as e fiLook at the picture o
might be feeling using support, get them to say how the character might be feeling. NB it is getting up?o
pictures to support important, at this stage, to use very clear illustrations. For example, of the e fiHow is the farmer fee
ideas. pig sleeping so they know he is not up.
AF3
Critical Response -
Text/language Be aware of the way Get children to use correct vocabulary to describe and locate features of iwhat is the title of
features stories are structured. story books. For example, by looking at cover, beginning, end, title. iwhat is happening on
AF4
Be aware that non- Get children to understand that some books give them informationsothey |e A Look at the picture o
fiction texts provide are different from stories. NB use non-fiction texts that give clear little boy I|ike to eat
information. illustrations. For example, of food, so that children can begin to get fiwhat did the gir/l cho
AF4 information using the pictures. iwhat would you choose




Band 2 [Red]

Target Exemplification Prompts/key questions
Strategies Begin to self monitor Get children to begin to monitor their own reading and make sure thatwhat |e¢ fiGo back and read makest
AF1 and check for meaning. | they have read makes sense. NB in these early stages, children will need sense. 0
AF1 prompting to do this. e fiDoes that make sense?
Cross check meaning Get children to use the picture to attempt the word [meaning] and to check e fiDoes that make sense?
with visual information i | their attempt by looking at the initial letter [visual information]. Demonstrate | ¢ fiHow e | s ec hceacnk ?ydo u
initial letter sound. this by: e Al f it waséwhat l etter
AF1 e using post-it notes to cover unfamiliar words and asking children to say beginning?o
what they think might fit [make sense]. e fAiWhat would make sense
e  Getting children to check their predictions by looking at the initial letter. beginning?o
Sources of Predict from pictures to | Get children to use pictures to work out and predict unfamiliar words. For Aiwhat woul d make sense
information solve new words. example,i| asleep, 0 sai d the Pig. fiLook at tchaeepitchaitr ehe
AF1 AF1
Use repeated language | Get children to recognise and read two and three word phrases that have e AThe ani madlls aan lu psba yi
patterns noting changes | r epeated patterns thramwglhoutandFowotie fdCan you hear nwheehna ntgheeg
when they occur. pattern is not repeated. For example, il am upésaid the
AF1 t he c bamésleep said the pig.
Use knowledge of Get children to use capital letters and full stops when reading. iwhat do we do when we
simple punctuation. iHow do we know it is
AF1 sentence?0
Use knowledge of some | Get children to learn some high frequency words that they can locate in e fAls that a little word
high frequency words text.
and read them in Use flashcards to show the words and magnetic letters to say, make and
context. repeat the words. Read sentences from text containing the word. Select
AF1 two or three words only for a session.
Begin to attempt to read | Get children to read CVC words suchas boa t sh o p. They should run e APut the sounds togeth
a wide range of CVC the sounds together.
words including those
that contain consonant
and vowel diagraphs.
AF1
Behaviours Match 1:1 consistently. Get children to understand that a cluster of letters is a word and that they e fAiMake your finger matc
AF1 can point to each one as they read them no matter how long or short the e fiCan you see the long
word might be. For example
I am hungry
b b
Begin to read more Get children to read two word phrases fluently. For example, i h e s ai iMake your reading sou
fluently without finger f’said mum, 0. iRun those words toget

pointing.
AF1

Use familiar texts and get children to practise one or two pages.




Band 2

Texts

“The Lazy Pig”
Beverley Randell

"I am up,” said the sheep.,

Sl “Bad-baa. Baa-baa. e

1‘»—: £ ” : \\"",
3\3 am up

“I am asleep,” said the pig.

The lazy pig!

baked potato

What do you like for lunch?

[}

What do you like for dinner?

10

“What do you like?”
Anna Owen

I like a sandwich.




Benchmark Levels
National Curriculum
Assessment Focus
APP

Letters and Sounds

618
1C
1,2,3,4
N/A

Band 3 [Yellow]

Phase 3 Phase 4

Target Exemplification Prompts/key questions
Comprehension 1 | Recall and sequence key | Get children to recall and sequence some key events in stories Aiwhat happened after L
AF3 events in stories. car ?o0
AF2 iwhat were they teachi
2 | Predict in more detail. Get children to predict what might happen in the story at different intervals fiwhat do Lupdkwwilltearn aitke dog
AF3 drawing on the illustrations to support and confirm their views. For example, school ?20
by discussing what they think will happen to Lucky at Dog School. fiLook at the picture o
Lucky will ever |l earn
3 | Relate events in stories Get children to have a broader understanding of what is read by :- AfiDo you have a dog at
to own personal e relating events in the story to those in their own lives 1 i.e. text/self AiTell me more about yo
experience and discuss inference. For example, by discussing their pets at home and how the iwhat would your dad d
similarities and animals behave. naughty?o
differences. e  Explaining whether events and outcomes were the same or different
AR3 for them. For example, by comparing what their dad did when their dog
was naughty to what happens in the story.
4 | Discuss character traits Get children to discuss wh atn acuhgahGety| i Ho w ihel fe®irgavhen Lucky runs in front
and feelings. children to say how characters might be feeling in the story. For example, of the car?0o
AF3 by discussing how Rachel felt when Lucky nearly got run over. iHow is dad feeling wh
at the Dog School ?0
5 -
6 -
Critical Response 1 |-
Text/language 1 | Understand and discuss Get children to use correct vocabulary to describe and locate features of Awhat is the title of
features some key features of story books. For example, by looking at cover, beginning, end, title. iwhat is happening on
fictional texts.
AF4
2 | Understand that non- Get children to understand that some books give them information and they AThis information book
fiction texts provide are set out in different ways. For example, headings, photographs, The school is in Londo
information. diagrams etc. fi L o dpages 6 and 7. What parts of the
AF4 school are |l abelled?0
3 -
4 | -




Band 3 [Yellow]

Target Exemplification Prompts/key questions
Strategies Begin to self monitor and | Get children to listen to their own reading and check for meaning. e fiDoes that make sense?
AF1 check for meaning. Demonstrate this by: e fiSomeg hwans wrong there,
AF1 e reading sentences from the texts, making deliberate errorsand getting |« fWhat el se would help
children to listen and say where the error occurred. NB They must e ATry that again.?o
listen to their own reading in this way.
Begin to re-read phrases | Get children to go back and re-read to find what would make sense,sound (e i Go back and read that
and sentences to check right and look right. e fiDoes that make sense?
for meaning, structure iwhat would make sense
and visual information. right?o
AF1
Sources of Notice details in pictures | Get children to use pictures to work out new words. Get them to begin to e fiLook at the picture.
information and begin to use context | use the context of the story. For example, Dad and Rachel and Luckywent | ¢ fAiWher e mi ght Rachel an
to work out new words. home.
Use language structure to | Get children to predict and solve words using grammatical structure. For e fADoes that sound right
solve new words and example, coméhereLucky. 6
phrases.
AF1
Use knowledge of a wider | Get children to use full stops, exclamation marks and speech marks when e fAiHow do you know someo
range of punctuation. reading. e fiwhy do you need to sa
AF1
Use knowledge of an Get children to learn a broader range of high frequency words thattheycan |e¢ fdl s t hat a | ittle word
increasing number of read on the run.
high frequency words that | Use flashcards to show the words and magnetic letters to say, make and
can be read on the run. repeat the words. Then locate the word in the text. Read sentences from
AF1 the text containing the word. Select two or three words only for a session.
Blend and read words Get children to use phonological awareness to read unfamiliar words with e ARun t het csgautnhdesr . 0
containing adjacent adjacent consonants. For example, b e st clap ju mp
consonants.
AF1
Make plausible attempts Get children to read familiar words noting clusters of letters. For example, e fAiWhat do you memdofthbee ab
at words using a broader | look, book, took. Cat, sat, mat. word?o
range of visual e you know another w
information, including
analogy.
AF1
Behaviours - .
Read longer phrases in Get children to read longer phrases fluently. For example, fic o me h fiMake your reading sou
texts fluently without Lucky, o said Dad. iKeep the story going.

finger pointing.
AF1

Use familiar texts and get children to practise one or two pages.







